WHAT IF THE GREAT COMMISSION ISN’T THE ONLY COMMISSION?


In an earlier message series,” Living freely and Lightly”. Pastor Sina addressed two critical aspects of our kingdom lifestyle: (1) our purpose and (2) our responsibilities.

Genesis 1:26-28 (MSG)

If you were to go to a book table at a church and see a book titled “The Man or Woman God Uses”, you would immediately think it was the story of a missionary, teacher, church leader, or specialist in some sort of spiritual work.

Ray Bakke, an academic and writer, points out that God shows the diversity of the people he uses by giving us three different books in the Bible describing how he restores the nation of Israel back to its homeland.

First, the book of Ezra is about a minister, a teacher of the word. The Jews needed to be reacquainted with the Bible so their lives could be shaped by what God said Ezra 7:6.

Second, the book of Nehemiah is about an urban planner and developer who used his project management skills to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem and reinstate stability so that economic and civic life could begin to flourish again Nehemiah 2:18.

Third, the book of Esther is about a woman with power in the civil government working against racial injustice. 

Here you have male and female, lay and clergy. You have people working for spiritual maturity, economic flourishing, and better public policy, in cultures that defined and valued these ideas differently from the Jews. 

God used them all!

You’re not a pastor, missionary, or religious professional. You’re a Christian who works as an artist, entrepreneur, teacher, or barista. And probably, you’ve been told all your life, implicitly and sometimes explicitly that your work is secular because you’re not in “full-time ministry.” 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The word secular means “without God.” 

But we Christians believe that God is with us wherever we go through the power of his Holy Spirit. 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;” 

So the only thing you need to do to instantly make your secular workplace sacred, is to walk through the front door or log on to Zoom (Jesus was sacred at the wedding in Cana).

If you’re doing your best to live unto God, then in the words of the great preacher Charles Spurgeon, “Nothing is secular—everything is sacred!”

There’s no question of the sacredness of your seemingly secular work, believer. The much more interesting and life-changing question is this: How exactly does your sacred work matter beyond the present? How does it matter for eternity? 

Because God’s Word promises that it does! 

In 1 Corinthians 15:58, the apostle Paul says this: “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

Somehow it matters for eternity. Commenting on this verse, N. T. Wright, whom Newsweek has called “perhaps the world’s leading New Testament scholar,” says that “what you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s future.”

That sounds incredible. Almost too good to be true! But Wright’s words beg this question: How? 

How is your work driving with Uber, changing a diaper, or writing stories “not in vain”? 

Instrumental Value: Your work matters for eternity because you can leverage it to share the gospel with those you work with. 

Now, our work certainly does have instrumental value. 

But here’s the problem: Even if you’re great at finding opportunities to make disciples at work, my guess is that 99 percent of your time on the job is spent on tasks other than telling your co-workers about Jesus. If our work has only instrumental value, then most of the time we spend at work is totally useless in the grand scheme of eternity. 

I don’t know about you, but I find that deeply depressing. More importantly, it’s deeply untrue. 

Dr. Amy Sherman is spot-on when she says that our teaching on the eternal significance of work is “insufficiently biblical if there’s never any mention of the inherent value of the work itself.” 

The core idea of this teaching is that in addition to your work having instrumental value, it also has eternal intrinsic value to God.

Here’s what I mean by that term: 

Intrinsic Value: Your work matters for eternity even when you’re not leveraging it to the instrumental end of sharing the gospel with those you work with.

Why is it so hard to see the intrinsic value of your work? 

Because the Great Commission has become the only commission that pastors and other religious professionals emphasize and call Christians to today. The church has usually focused way more on the calling to make disciples” than the other callings of the Christian life.

But here’s what’s fascinating: Turning the Great Commission into the only commission is new in church history. 

Which raises an interesting question… WHEN DID THE GREAT COMMISSION BECOME THE ONLY COMMISSION? 

Short answer? Very, very recently. 

This pervasive idea that evangelism is the only thing Jesus called us to is relatively new in Christian history, which, of course, should make it highly suspect. The Great Commission label did not even show up in print until the 1600s. And it wasn’t until the late 1800s that the phrase became popular when Hudson Taylor used it to recruit people to serve as missionaries in China. 
The term Great Commission isn’t part of the inerrant Word of God. It’s simply the catchiest marketing slogan of the modern missions movement. 

Now the command itself? That’s a different story.

Hudson Taylor was right when he said, “The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.”  Lest I be misinterpreted, let me state this as clearly as I can: The Great Commission is indeed great! It’s just not the only commission.

And there is great danger in treating it as the only commission Jesus gave us.

FIVE PROBLEMS WITH MAKING THE GREAT COMMISSION THE ONLY COMMISSION: 

1. Jesus Never Did. Matthew 28:19-20

2. It leads to a diminished view of Christ’s redemption. Matthew 19:28

3. It neglects the other aspects of the Kingdom. Matthew 24:14

4. Ironically, it makes us less effective at the Great Commission.
· First, in the words of N. T. Wright, it is when Christians are the “most earthly good” that Christianity becomes the most attractive. 
· Second, when we turn the Great Commission into the only commission, Christians feel guilty for working in the very places where they’re most likely to carry out the Great Commission.
· Third, making the Great Commission the only commission creates unbiblical obstacles to following Jesus.

5. It blocks us from seeing the full extent of how our work matters for eternity. Matthew 22:39.
· Our responsibility in our work on our jobs, helps fulfill our ultimate purpose of revealing who God is.

